
PRODUCER: Welcome to a special episode of Starlight Radio Dreams Written and Directed by 
Ansel Burch and Kat Evans. Writing assisted by Sarah Bowden.  

-Music by David Fink. Sound Design by Ansel Burch. Featuring the vocal talents of David Fink, 
Karolyn Blake, Ansel Burch, Ellen DeSitter, Kat Evans and Ben McCauley. Now, without further 
ado, on with the show!  

MUSIC: SRD 
theme.  

BURLS: Now, for all of our listeners, new and returning, this special segment for International 
Podcast Month is recorded live in front of a studio audience on Shure microphones at Mrs. 
Murphy and Son’s Irish Bistro in Chicago, Illinois. We’re the comedy show with a podcasting 
habit, Starlight Radio Dreams!  

MISSY: Our next serial celebrates that beautiful and socially terrifying institution, Summer 
Camp! Let’s get back to nature, our adolescence, and a stunning lack of adult supervision in 
Camp Placeholder!  

AMBERGRIS: Attention campers, your time at Whale Scout Camp is coming to an end. Today 
we celebrate all you’ve accomplished this summer with this special trekking competition. By 
now you should be approaching the halfway point of your ten miles.  

MELVILLE: We can still hear Head Counselor Ambergris all the way out here?  

AMBERGRIS: Each pod has been assigned a different trial to pass. So, look for your pod’s 
challenge marker and get ready for a real test of your scout skills.  

AMBERGRIS and TUCKY: Now get out there and make this the best summer 
ever!  

HERMAN: Ha! Nice one Tucky.  

MELVILLE: You sound just like her..  

TUCKY: I don’t think this is celebrating anything. I’m pretty sure we would have taken this 
hike anyway...  

HERMAN: Who cares, Tucky? We get to go out all by ourselves. No grown ups floating over 
our shoulders and giving us the side eye all day.  

TUCKY: 



Amen!  

HERMAN: Just the three of us on our last day of camp.  

ALL: (Sad 
sigh)  

MELVILLE: Whale Scout Camp has been a lot of fun, hasn’t 
it?  
HERMAN: The most 
fun.  

TUCKY: We played near the gorge,  

HERMAN: We got to see the hot springs.  

MELVILLE: We learned survival skills.  

HERMAN: It’s been a great summer, that’s for sure.  

HERMAN, MELVILLE and TUCKY: Coral Pod! Awoooo!  

MELVILLE: We’re going to use these skills every day for the rest of our lives.  

TUCKY: And besides, even if we hadn’t done any of that other stuff, we got to be friends. 
That’s worth a million games of oil slick and making crafts out of plastic bottles.  

MELVILLE: You’re so cheesy, Tucky.  

TUCKY: Only when I mean 
it.  

MELVILLE: So, what do you think the prize will be when we get back to camp first?  

HERMAN: Who cares as long as we’re the ones who get it?  

TUCKY: There’s some coral on a stick up 
there!  

HERMAN: It’s our pod’s challenge marker.  

TUCKY: I’m not even close to being tired. This is gonna be a 
cinch.  



HERMAN: Last one there is a dead fish.  

HERMAN, MELVILLE and TUCKY: Swimming 
noises  

TUCKY: Made it!  

WILLY: Hello campers! You made great time getting out here.  

HERMAN, MELVILLE and TUCKY: 
Yeah!  

MELVILLE: Hello Ranger Willy  

WILLY: We whales are the rulers of the ocean and it is our job, as the biggest and strongest 
to take care of all the other fish.  

MELVILLE: A Whale Scout will always protect in the sea, wherever we are and whoever 
they be.  
WILLY: Now that you are here you have to pass the test before you can head back to 
camp.  

HERMAN: No problem, Ranger Willy.  

MELVILLE: We know all of our whale scout skills like 
orienteering  

HERMAN: 
Leadership  

TUCKY: and catching fish in your fart bubbles.  

WILLY: I’m not sure that last one is appropriate there 
scout.  

HERMAN: What is our pod challenge, Ranger 
Willy?  

WILLY: Your challenge is to find this big tire/  

TUCKY: /Easy, it’s right there. Do we head back 
now?  



WILLY: In the dark water of the gorge.  

HERMAN, MELVILLE and TUCKY: Woah!  

MELVILLE: We’ve never been allowed to swim into the gorge before! It’s so...  

HERMAN and TUCKY: 
Awesome!  

WILLY: It’s really dark down there so you’ll have to work together and use your orienteering 
skills to find it before it sinks so deep that you’ll never get it back. When I call out, your time is up 
and you have to swim back to the gorge’s edge so I know you’re safe.  

MELVILLE: Oh, Good. I was worried this might not be safe.  

WILLY: Got 
it?  

HERMAN, MELVILLE and TUCKY: Got 
it!  

WILLY: I’m throwing the tire in... now.  

MELVILLE: I already can’t see it.  

WILLY: And... go!  

HERMAN: Tucky, you wanna go first?  

TUCKY: I... uh.  

MELVILLE: It’s getting away.  

[beat]  
HERMAN: Come on. We can do it.  

MELVILLE: Best pod ever!  

TUCKY: Best pod 
ever!  

HERMAN: And... dive.  



HERMAN, MELVILLE and TUCKY: Diving 
vocalization  

[beat]  

MELVILLE: Hey, I can still see you.  

HERMAN: Yeah!  

TUCKY: It was just a 
trick.  

HERMAN: Let’s get that tire then.  

HERMAN, MELVILLE and TUCKY: Swimming noises. They’re just like running noises.  

TUCKY: It’s starting to get darker 
now.  

MELVILLE: Light from the surface can only reach so far down and there’s nothing to bounce it 
back up.  

HERMAN: Let’s swim faster. We can’t see what’s ahead but, we’ve got each other. We’ve 
gotta catch up to the tire before it gets too dark to see.  

HERMAN, MELVILLE and TUCKY: More swimming 
noises  

HERMAN: Do you think we’re almost 
there?  

TUCKY: I don’t know, Herman. 
It’s/  

MELVILLE: Hey, what’s/ Augh! Blaugh!. I... [gasp]  

HERMAN: What 
happened?  

TUCKY: I don’t know. I can’t see him.  

HERMAN: His fin is touching me  



TUCKY: I’ll come to you.  

HERMAN: Melville!  

MELVILLE: 
(Gurgle!)  
HERMAN: We’ve got to help him!  

TUCKY: What do we do, what do we 
do?  

HERMAN: Uh, shoot. Melville would 
know.  

TUCKY: We’ve got to do something!  

HERMAN: Let’s take him back to the surface. Ranger Willy will know what to do.  

TUCKY: 
Yeah.  

HERMAN: Okay, you go look for the tire. I’ll push Melville back to the edge of the gorge.  

TUCKY: Forget the tire. We’ve got to save Melville!  

HERMAN: I’ve got... yeah. You’re right. You push his dorsal side.  

TUCKY: On it.  

BOTH: Straining.  

WILLY: You three are 
back!  

TUCKY: Ranger Willy! Something is wrong with Melville!  

WILLY: You must have swam through some oil. Look, It’s stuck in his 
blowhole.  

HERMAN: Tucky, You passed 
OBR!  



TUCKY: Oil Blowhole Removal, yeah! Roll him on his 
side.  

WILLY: Ready.  

TUCKY: (Picking up speed) Now I just swim at his stomach really fast.  

MELVILLE: sell some 
impact.  

WILLY: It didn’t work all the way. Give it another try.  

TUCKY: Help me, Herman.  

HERMAN: Okay.  

TUCKY: (picking up speed again) Just swim at him right, (with exertion) 
here.  

MELVILLE: sell some 
impact.  

HERMAN: (picking up speed) Alright here I 
come  
HERMAN and MELVILLE: sell some impact.  

MELVILLE: (Deep reviving 
breath)  

HERMAN and TUCKY: We did 
it.  

WILLY: You saved your friend!  

HERMAN: In hindsight, that seems like it was really 
unsafe.  

WILLY: Life isn’t safe. This is how life is everyday, on the edge of the wild.  

MELVILLE: Gasping a little more.  

HERMAN: I mean, I usually don’t swim near...  



WILLY: You don’t know how good you have it every day. You need to know how to save 
someone in a regular day. Out of nowhere, at any moment. If someone dies and you’re nearby, 
it’s your fault.  

TUCKY: I don’t think that’s the saying.  

WILLY: Would They let me be kelp ranger at a camp If I didn’t know what real life was like?  

MELVILLE: (deep breath) I think I’m okay to head back 
now.  

WILLY: Sure, You scoot on back to camp. You’re sure to beat the other campers. You know, 
uness they also finished really fast. Then it might go either way.  

HERMAN: But we didn’t get the tire  

WILLY: You proved your Whale Scout skills. I’ll count it. Now head back to the mess hall. 
You should still be able to make good time back  

HERMAN: Best pod ever! Let’s go!  

HERMAN, MELVILLE and TUCKY: Swimming 
noises.  

TUCKY: We’re almost 
back.  

HERMAN: The swim back always seems to take less time.  

MELVILLE: Is that Jonah up 
ahead?  

TUCKY: Don’t tell me Jonah’s group beat us.  

HERMAN: (scoff) Sperm whales. Think they’re better than everyone else.  

MELVILLE: Hey 
Jonah  
JONAH: Did the whole hike, huh 
losers?  

HERMAN: Yeah. What’s it to 



you?  

JONAH: I just turned right back around and declared myself winner. They were so mad they 
disqualified me so I got to hang out here instead of trekking out to do some stupid challenge. 
When am I gonna need to find a waterlogged bag in a kelp forest in real life anyway?  

HERMAN: Kay, well, bye 
Jonah.  

JONAH: Whatever, 
Octopussies.  

MELVILLE: 
What?  

JONAH: Cause you’re a bunch of suckers with one brain between you.  

MELVILLE: Actually/  

TUCKY: It’s not worth it. He’s not going to learn your octopus 
facts.  

HERMAN: Bye Jonah, we’re leaving now. We’re going to claim that prize.  

MELVILLE: Do you think we’re far enough away for him not to hear me?  

TUCKY: I mean we can hear stuff that’s crazy far away but I think we’re safe.  

MELVILLE: What if he’s right? I’m still not sure we’re ready to go back to the real 
world.  

HERMAN: Who cares about the real world, we’re for sure going to win the fastest hike 
prize.  

MELVILLE: I care. Hold up. Do you think we’re not going to need these skills in real 
life?  

HERMAN: Not unless we live out here on the edge for the rest of our lives like Ranger Willy.  

TUCKY: I guess I hadn’t thought about it. Like even when you specifically brought it up earlier.  

MELVILLE: I guess I’m just overthinking it.  



HERMAN: Nah, Melville. I think you’re thinking it just enough. I think we learned 
something today that makes the whole camp thing make sense.  

MELVILLE: I missed a 
lesson?  

TUCKY: Somehow, 
buddy.  

HERMAN: We didn’t learn how to dodge garbage bergs or avoid poisoned fish for their 
own sakes. We learned that stuff because it also taught us the most important skill of all.  

TUCKY: Friendship.  
HERMAN: Tucky, we already did that one. We learned that we can do anything. We faced our 
fears today and we figured it out as we went.  

MELVILLE: Yeah. You’re right. We may not have the skills for the real world but we can 

handle it. TUCKY: Who cares about a stupid prize? We just figured out summer camp.  

HERMAN, MELVILLE and TUCKY: Coral Pod, Awooo.  

HERMAN: Now, let’s get in there.  

AMBERGRIS: Congratulations to Sea Star Pod for making it back to camp first and proving 
their mastery of whale scout skills.  

HERMAN: Wait. 
What?  

MELVILLE: The sea star pod beat 
us?  

TUCKY: I was wrong. I did care about the stupid prize. Whatever it is.  

MUSIC: Outro of Camp theme continuing under this 
monologue.  

AMBERGRIS: I hope you’ve all learned a lot this summer here at Camp Placeholder. This year, 
we held the camp near this ancient lake where “hooman” once lived. The crabs still find some 
artefacts of their time here in this wild part of the world lying around in the sediment. It’s been a 
good year here at camp and I hope we’ll see you all back here next summer. Now get out there 
and remember, this was the best summer ever!  



BURLS: What an adorable story. I remember going to camp, back before the...  

SHIRLY: Darling!  

BURLS: Gah! Shirly.  

SHIRLY : Oh, that costume. Missy told me I’d be very satisfied if I came out right now.  

MISSY: I am an expert. 
Intern!  

INTERN: Here’s the chart she made of your potential satisfaction.  

BURLS: Why is everyone out here right now?  

INTERN: I followed 
Danny.  

DANNY: Oh, uh. Hi. I’m here too. I wanted to hear this comedy short coming up.  
BURLS: That’s good because we’re out of time for whatever that all was. Listeners, please 
take a deep breath for a dose of everyday anxiety in Vauguely Threatening Preamble Theatre.  

MUSIC: “something very dark and foreboding, horror like” NARRATOR: Do you know what’s 
coming? No. No you don’t. And you know what? Humans do not like the unknown. So 
welcome to the podcast that will scare the living daylights out of the everyday: Vauguely 
Threatening Preamble Theatre. With terrors that MIGHT come from anywhere...like your boss.  

BOSS: did you see my email about your presentation?  

EMPLOYEE: Oh-- no?  

BOSS: Well, if no one else has said anything, you really should know....  

EMPLOYEE: what?  

BOSS: It was good.  



EMPLOYEE. Oh. 
Thanks?  

NARRATOR: Your co workers...  

COWORKER A: Hey. Just in case you didn’t know...  

B: know 
what?  

A: Well, I’m not trying to get in your business or anything but I’d want someone to tell me...  

B: 
What?  

A: We’re all singing happy birthday to Trev at noon. There’s a card you can sign.  

B: (meekly) cool...?  

NARRATOR: Or at home....  

MOM: I am not quite sure why I have to remind both you 
kids.  

BRO & SIS: 
(trembles)  
MOM: That you have a responsibility....  

BRO & SIS: (trembles harder)  

MOM: To finish off the cinnamon rolls before they go stale.  

BRO & SIS: (faint with relief)  

NARRATOR: Even if it was no big deal this time....you never know. Maybe next time you’ll be in 
trouble.  



FRIEND A: Hey, we need to 
talk.  

FRIEND B: Oh God.  

NARRATOR: Tune in next time and get ready to wet yourself with paranoia...or maybe it’ll 
be fine.  

BURLS: We’ll I’m going to be replaying those scenarios at three 
AM.  

MISSY: The advertising Gurus call that stickiness. It doesn’t matter how weird or unrelated, 
as long as you’re thinking about us, we’re winning.  

BURLS: Huh. Is that why I’m dressed as a french maid on our show that features space 
aliens and members of the English literary canon?  

MISSY; It’s not not why those things are happening.  

BURLS: Huh. Well I hope Starlight Radio Dreams will stick in all of your minds and hearts. 
We don’t post this stuff on the internet for our health.  

PRODUCER: Thank you for joining us here at Starlight Radio Dreams! We hope you enjoyed 
your time. This episode is a special release for International Podcast Month. You can find 
episodes from a variety of podcasts, blog posts, and more at internationalpodcastmonth.com. 
including a special episode of Camp Placeholder we recorded just for the occasion Please use 
the hashtag #IPM2018 to comment on this and any other special IPM features this September."  

If you’d like to keep dreaming, you can find past episodes on iTunes, Google Play, Stitcher, 
Spotify or on our website at starlightradiodreams.com. You can also help support the show on 
patreon, giving us a positive review on iTunes and by following us on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram. Until next time, podsquad!  


